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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN BEHAVIORAL
ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION BIOLOGY

Wang Zuwang Jiang Zhigang
(Institute of Zoology. CAS, Beijing 100080)

Abstract The emerging of Behavioral Ecology, Conservation Biology and the rapid develop-
ment of modern biological technology have brought forward a series of opportunities to the
development of modern Ecology: (1) Conservation of nature is a hot topic in the scientific re-
search in the world. Behavioral Ecology and Conservation Biology have been introduced into
China in recent years, however, we still lack research work with Chinese characteristics in
these fields. (2) Principles in Behavioral Ecology will guide the conservation practice in or-
der to preserve wildlife species, especially, in ex situ conservation. (3) Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS), Globe Position System (GPS) and Remote Sensing (RS) provide new
means for studying macro-behavioral responses of wildlife to globe changes. (4) New molec-
ular biological technology, such as polymerase chain reaction(PCR), acts as an indispensable
tool for conservation biologists to identify individuals and kinship in wild animals. We are
now left behind in both Behavioral Ecology and Conservation Biology in the world trends.
The new century is approaching, it is urgent for us to seize these opportunities to promote
the researches in these fields. We should take serious considerations to integrate the two new
science branches in the Ninth Five-Year Plan and the blueprint of science and technology for

the 21 century.
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merase chain reaction (PCR)



